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INTHFCTATMS* 

Please amend claim 13 as follows: 

Claims 1-12 (Canceled) 

13. (currently amended) A promotion method comprising the steps of: 
providing a n automatic vending machine,, 

said automatic vending machine, presenting point information related to predetermined points 
added with a commodity code peculiar particular to a commodity used to identify the commodity 
when a commodity is sold by an automatic vending machine to a user by a point issuing device 
provided in the automatic vending machine; 

said automatic vending machine transmitting, to a center unit by the user, the point 
information presented by the point issuing device in the point information presenting step together 
with identification information of the user by the operation of a portable terminal carried by the user; 

receiving, by the center unit, the point information transmitted by the user in the point 
information transmitting step and the identification information of the user; 

selectively processing, by the center unit, points corresponding to point information 
containing a particular commodity code among the point information received in the receiving 
step; 

totaling and managing, by the center unit, the points processed in the processing step and 
points corresponding to point information not containing the particular commodity code, in connection 
with the user identified by the identification information; and 

providing a predetermined service corresponding to the points totaled and managed in the 
totaling and managing step to the user by referring to the points totaled and managed in the totaling 
and managing step. 

14. (previously presented) The promotion method according to claim 13, wherein the 
point information presenting step comprises the step of presenting, to the user, point information 
including a commodity code corresponding to a column number of the automatic vending machine in 
which the commodity is stored. 
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15. (previously presented) The promotion method according to claim 13, wherein the 
point information presenting step comprises the step of presenting, to the user, point information 
including a commodity code corresponding to a serial number indicated on the 

commodity. 

16. (previously presented) The promotion method according to claim 13, wherein the 
point information presenting step comprises the step of presenting, to the user, point information 
including a commodity code based on the information on a bar code related to and indicated on the 
commodity. 

17. (previously presented) The promotion method according to claim 13, wherein the 
processing step comprises the step of comparing the commodity code included with the received point 
information with a previously stored particular commodity code and, when they agree with each other 
adding a predetermined point to the points corresponding to the point information containing the 
commodity code. 

18. (previously presented) The promotion method according to claim 13, wherein: 
the point information presenting step comprises the "step of presenting, to the user, point 

information including the commodity code peculiar to the commodity for identifying the commodity 
and information of a date when the commodity is sold; and 

the processing step comprises the step of adding predetermined points to points 
corresponding to the point information containing the commodity code, when the commodity code 
included with the point information agrees with a predetermined commodity code and the date 
information added to the point information is within a predetermined period. 

19. (previously presented) A promotion system comprising: 

point information issuing means provided in an automatic vending machine for presenting, 
to a user, point information related to a predetermined point which includes a commodity code 
peculiar to a commodity for identifying the commodity when the commodity is sold; 

a center unit which stores and manages, in connection with the user, points 
corresponding to the point information presented by the point information issuing means; 

communication means for transmitting the point information presented by the point 
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information issuing means together with identification information of the user to the center unit; 

point processing means provided in the center unit for translating the point information 
transmitted by the communication means and selectively processing points corresponding to the 
point information containing a particular commodity code among the translated point information; 

totaling and managing means for totaling and managing the points processed by the point 
processing means and points corresponding to point information not containing the particular 
commodity code, in connection with the user identified by the identification information; and 

service providing means for providing, to the user, a predetermined service corresponding to 
the points totaled and managed by the totaling and managing means by referring to the points 
totaled and managed by the totaling and managing means. 

20. (previously presented) The promotion system according to claim 19, wherein the 
point information issuing means presents, to the user, point information including a commodity 
code corresponding to a column number of the automatic vending machine in which the commodity 
is stored. 

21. (previously presented) The promotion system according to claim 19, wherein the 
point information issuing means presents, to the user, point information including a commodity 
code corresponding to a serial number indicated on the commodity. 

22. (previously presented) The promotion system according to claim 19, 
wherein the point information issuing means presents, to the user, point information 
including a commodity code based on information on a bar code related to and 
indicated on the commodity. 

23. (previously presented) The promotion system according to claim 19, wherein the 
point processing means compares the commodity code included with the received point 
information with a previously stored particular commodity code and, when they agree with each 
other, adds a predetermined point to the points corresponding to the point information including 
the commodity code. 
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24. (previously presented) The promotion system according to claim 19, wherein: 
the point information issuing means presents, to the user, point information including the 

commodity code peculiar to the commodity for identifying the commodity and information of a date 

when the commodity is sold; and 

the point processing means adds predetermined points to points corresponding to the point 

information containing the commodity code, when the commodity code included with the point 

information agrees with a predetermined commodity code and the date information added to the 

point information is within a predetermined period. 
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